
SPLEEN AND IDEAL 
A PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION BY TIANE DOAN NA CHAMPASSAK

Launch 6 - 8pm, Wednesday 29th May  2013
The Copper House Gallery, off Synge Street, Dublin 8

Artistic Director for Sirius Arts Centre and Freelance Curator Peggy Sue Amison will 
open the exhibition.

The Copper House Gallery will launch Spleen and Ideal, an exhibition by photographer 
Tiane Doan na Champassak, 6-8pm Wednesday 29th May 2013. 

Spleen and Ideal is a second series of photographs by Tiane Doan na Champassak being 
exhibited at The Copper House Gallery.  All of the images were made in Thailand 
between 2010 and 2012 and stand in stark contrast to the images in Showroom, raising 
questions about gender identity and appearance in these two cultures. 
 
Thai and Indian societies both grapple with transgender issues, but the manner in 
which each culture experiences them are vastly different. In Spleen and Ideal, 
Champassak studies the aesthetic beauty of this gender blur in Thailand through the 
use of a Polaroid film called Fade to Black.  The resulting images are slightly blurred and 
rich in colour, resulting in visually gorgeous imagery that reflects the emphasis on 
physical beauty, these images stand in blunt opposition to the hirja’s of India docu-
mented in Showroom.  These two bodies of work illustrate an uncompromising view 
of sexuality translated through representation and culture.   

French photographer of Asian descent, Tiane Doan na Champassak was first recognised 
for his documentary work (Agence VU) before exploring a more artistic approach. In 
2011, he self-published two books employing vernacular photography found online and 
in 2012 he published Tantra, The Father of Pop Dance and Spleen and Ideal. 

Spleen and Ideal , a photographic exhibition by Tiane Doan na Champassak, runs at The 
Copper House Gallery from 29th May 2013 until the 11th June  2013.

Admission is free and all are welcome.

For further information please contact Orla Martin;
Email  orla@fire.ie
Tel  01 478 4088
Web  www.thecopperhousegallery.com
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